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Q&A With Jenner & Block's Lynn Grayson 
Law360, New York (May 03, 2013, 12:57 PM ET) - E. Lynn Grayson is co-chairwoman of 
the Jenner & Block's environmental and workplace health and safety law practice. She 
serves as lead environmental counsel in U.S. and international transactions and counsels 
corporate leadership on the management of material environmental risks and liabilities. 
She advises clients on critical enforcement and regulatory concerns as well as conducting 
environmental audits at manufacturing operations. 

Q: What is the most challenging case you have worked on and what made it 
challenging? 

A: The most challenging.case was working on the environmental due diligence team led by 
General Motor's Patrick McCarroll as part of the sale of substantially all of GM's assets to a 
newly formed entity sponsored by the U.S. Department of Treasury in connection with 
GM's voluntary petitions for relief under Chapter 11 of the Bankruptcy Code. 

I t was challenging because of the complexity of the work, the group of counsel and 
interested parties and their counsel involved, the sheer magnitude of the due diligence 
effort both in the United States and abroad and the urgent internal and external timelines, 
reporting obligations and regulatory and judicial deadlines. I t was a privilege to be part of 
GM's environmental team working on this historical project. 

Q: What aspects of your practice area are in need of reform and why? 

A: Superfund is the area most in need of reform, and the challenges presented by the 
decades-old program continue to grow each year. While the basic "polluter's pay" premise 
has a great deal of inequity built into it already, the burdens of the regulatory initiatives 
upon viable companies today is becoming more and more unfair and unequal. This is 
particularly true given the reduced resources and economic burdens the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency and state environmental agencies are facing. 

Potentially responsible parties are bearing more and more of the responsibility for 
Superfund liabilities and increasingly held accountable for undertaking not only PRP 
obligations but more often than not, completing the EPA's work for them as well. To some 
extent, companies and private parties feel almost penalized for continuing to be viable 
entities when the EPA seeks to impose more and more Superfund obligations on them 
simply because they are available, financially viable and possibly an easy target. 

Q: What is an important issue or case relevant to your practice area and why? 

A: Water scarcity is the most critical environmental/natural resource issue with human 
rights, legal, political, social, regulatory and technical issues involved, locally, nationally 
and globally. By 2030, water will be more precious than oil and equally prized. Water 
scarcity exists today in the United States and throughout the world, and water resources, 
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particularly freshwater resources, simply are inadequate for current and anticipated 
demand. March 22 is World Water Day, calling attention to the need to cooperate on 
international water issues and, in general, working to raise awareness about the 
importance of sustainable water management. 

For lawyers, water scarcity will pose new and challenging legal issues arising in the context 
of litigation, regulatory issues, due diligence, water rights and land rights, among others. 
The U.S. Supreme Court already is seeing the evidence of water-related conflicts arising 
from disputed water compacts and water allocation agreements among states. 

Q: Outside your own f irm, name an attorney in your field who has impressed you 
and explain why? 

A: Jennifer Nijman of Nijman Franzetti is a visionary, shrewd businesswomen and 
outstanding environmental lawyer and litigator. She thinks in a very strategic manner 
about her career and the practice of law overall. Big firm trained and raised, she left 
Winston & Strayvn several years ago to start her own environmental boutique law firm that 
provides exceptional legal support at more cost effective rates. She saw the trends in law 
firm and client relations before others did so, and her clients appreciate her vision, and the 
success of her firm speaks for itself. 

Moreover, she graciously gives of her time to counsel and to advise others about law 
practice, legal position opportunities and how best to progress in your career. She is well 
regarded for her environmental law expertise, as well as her commitment to the bar, 
access to justice concerns and our community. 

Q: What is a mistake you made early in your career and what did you learn from 
it? 

A: Trust is a good thing but as a lawyer or counselor — you always need to get it in writing 
(and possibly from the client, too!). Years ago, I worked on a significant environmental 
matter involving the issuance of a Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation 
and Liability Act 106 order and an emergency removed action that needed to happen. 

The lawyers for several parties worked together to develop a plan and course of action to 
take care of this situation, short term and long term. We trusted one another and accepted 
their word as lawyers that each would follow through on their commitments. Everyone did 
but one party when it came time to submit the client's commitment and letter of intent to 
the EPA. 

The legal profession may seem large, but the bar, particularly in specialty practice areas, is 
well connected, and integrity is key to a successful legal career. I learned a valuable lesson 
that trusting is a positive thing, but you always need to get it in writ ing, too. 

The opinions expressed are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of 
the firm, its clients, or Portfolio Media Inc., or any of its or their respective affiliates. This 
article is for general information purposes and is not intended to be and should not be 
taken as legal advice. 

All Content © 2003-2013, Portfolio Media, Inc. 

http://www.law360.com/articles/437041/print?section=environmental 5/6/2013 

http://www.law360.com/articles/437041/print?section=environmental

